Hyperthyroidism in the elderly. I. Clinical manifestations.
The most frequent clinical manifestations in 100 elderly hyperthyroid patients entered in our study were: weight loss (83%), palpitations (85%), nodular goiter (71%) and tremor (74%). Association of weight loss with anorexia and constipation was found in 6% of the patients. The apathetic form of thyrotoxicosis was present in 2% of our patients. Thyrotoxic atrial fibrillation and thyrotoxic heart disease were found in 42% and 51% respectively.